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Chris Reynolds 
Gives Back to JSU

“Earning a good education was important to my 
parents. My father worked in a cotton mill during the 
day and attended JSU at night. He started in 1957, 
and it took him until 1971 to earn his accounting 
degree,” Chris says.    
 “Then, when my sister was born in 1974, mother 
decided it was her turn to earn a degree. She 
enrolled at JSU and graduated in education in 1981,” 
he says.
 At JSU, Chris majored in music and performed with 
the Marching Southerners for two years. Scholarships 

helped pay the bills. A 
full-tuition scholarship 
named for Coach 
Don Salls and a half 
scholarship from the 
Southerners allowed 
him to graduate on time and with no debt. 
 In 1985 he graduated with a B.A. in music and a 
B.S. in business management. He currently serves as 
vice president and investment officer at Wells Fargo 
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Like Chris, you can give future students at JSU the opportunity to achieve 
their educational goals. To learn more about your giving options, contact Earl 
Warren at 256-782-5608 or ewarren@jsu.edu.

When it came time for Chris Reynolds to select a university to 
attend in 1981, he had only one in mind—Jacksonville State 
University. For him, it was like home.

Chris Reynolds and his wife, 
Sharon, created an unrestricted 
gift in his trust so the University 
can use the funds wherever they 
are needed most.



Advisors in Gadsden. Chris is also a certified  
financial planner. 
 Another defining moment happened at the 
University when Chris met his future wife, Sharon. 
“You never know who you will meet at Mason 
Beach,” he says.
 The JSU family story doesn’t end there. His 
daughter-in-law, Kendall, is a JSU education 
graduate. His son, Jordan, is transferring to JSU in the 
fall and plans to major in nursing. Altogether, there 
will be 10 JSU degrees within the immediate family 
once Jordan graduates.
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 When planning his own financial future, Chris 
remembered that total strangers made it possible for 
him to pay for his education through scholarships. “I 
felt an obligation to pass it on, to give back. Someone 
helped me and now it’s my turn,” he says.  
 “I created a trust, and upon my death everything 
goes into the trust, including the proceeds from 
various insurance policies. It will benefit my wife 
and children for a specified time and then a portion 
of the trust will go to the University. The gift will be 
unrestricted so that the University can use the funds 
wherever they are needed most,” he says. 

Chris Reynolds 
Gives Back to JSU



Is a Trust Right for You?
Uncover the Option That Matches Your Goals
Trusts can provide solutions to many potential 
problems. Whether you are looking to control the 
distribution of funds to a minor, place restrictions 
on property ownership, or protect assets from 
creditors and spendthrift relatives, there is a trust 
available to meet your goals.

Designed to fit almost any set of circumstances, trusts 
can ensure flexibility, reliability and confidentiality. See 
below for details about a few of the most popular types 
of trusts. Perhaps one is the answer to an issue you 
have been looking to solve. 

POPULAR TRUST TYPES
Revocable living trust: This trust allows you to control 
your finances and designate a backup trustee if you 
become disabled. 

You can use a trust to ensure 

that future Gamecocks have the 

growth, innovation and discovery 

opportunities that ready them  

for successful careers. Contact  

Earl Warren at 256-782-5608  

or ewarren@jsu.edu today  

to learn more.

QTIP trust: If you are married with children from a 
previous marriage, this trust allows you to provide 
for your spouse at your death and then for your 
children at your spouse’s death.

Trust for minor children: You can distribute income 
to your children at ages you select or provide for 
your children’s education.

Special needs trust: Provide for a child with 
special needs yet preserve his or her government 
entitlements.

Charitable trust: Beneficial in transferring property 
to charitable organizations such as Jacksonville State 
University, a charitable trust can also provide lifetime 
benefits for you or your loved ones.

Did You Know?



Show Them You Care

You would do anything for the people you love. 
Have you considered how your estate plan—the 
guidebook for your assets—serves you and them?

There are also financial perks to getting older, too. 
Take a look at some of the biggest benefits. 
 By planning your estate, you are able to care for 
and protect your loved ones in meaningful ways. Your 
estate plan can…
 •  Deepen trust and respect. Whether it’s the people 

you designate as your children’s legal guardians 
or to handle your end-of-life care, estate planning 
demonstrates your admiration and trust. It’s a 
tangible way to show them just how much they 
mean to you.

 •  Save time and money. Without an estate plan, the 
legal process of the distribution of your assets can 
be lengthy and costly for those affected.

 •  Prevent disputes. All too often you hear stories 
of families torn apart by arguments over assets 
and responsibilities after the passing of a loved 
one. Having a plan in place lessens conflict and 
confusion while alleviating stress during an already 
difficult time.

 •  Share your passion. Including a gift to Jacksonville 
State University allows you to express your values.

An estate plan will give your loved ones valuable 
peace of mind knowing they are carrying out your 
wishes as you intended.

Your estate plan is a powerful way to show 
your love for Jacksonville State University and 
future Gamecocks. To learn more about ways a 
gift in your estate plan can make an impact on 
JSU students, contact us. 

If you’ve put off writing your will or solidifying your plans for the future, you’re not 
alone. Getting started is often the hardest part, so we want to share a simple plan in our 
complimentary guide 7 Months to a Well-Planned Estate to help you begin right now. 
Request your copy using the enclosed reply card. 

Plan for Your Future 

Earl Warren
Director of University Development 
256-782-5608   •   ewarren@jsu.edu

jsu.planmylegacy.edu

700 Pelham Road North
Jacksonville, AL 36265
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How Estate Planning Is an Act of Love

Estate planning is for everyone, regardless of 
marital status, income or age. Consider the 
following questions an estate plan can address:
 •  How would you like your assets to be 

distributed?
 •  Who will make health care and financial 

decisions on your behalf if you are not able?
 •  How would you like your pets to be cared for?

Protect Yourself


