
Pathways
A FINANCIAL AND CHARITABLE PLANNING GUIDE Spring 2019

Alum Jim Hixon Makes
Generous Commitment to JSU
When Jim Hixon was a teenager playing clarinet
in his high school band, he watched the Marching
Southerners perform during competitions. He knew
then that Jacksonville State University would be his
university of choice, and his goal was to someday
play with this prestigious group.

In 1978, young Jim fulfilled his dream of becoming a
Marching Southerner. He says of the experience, “I loved
it. We practiced as hard as the football players. The band
was wonderful and I got goose bumps every time we
took the field. In addition, the band was like a second
family to me and I cherish my experiences at JSU.”

He graduated from the University with a degree in
accounting in 1980, and JSU helped him secure his first

banking position.
Jim says, “My
degree and
assistance from
the University
helped to launch
a wonderful career.
Next year, I will retire
from Family Savings Credit Union after 35 years with
this outstanding company.”

It is even because of Jim’s suggestion of having a
credit union chapter meeting at JSU’s Stadium Towers
that Family Savings Credit Union now has a suite in the
stadium. As a Gamecock football fan, Jim has season
tickets to JSU home games and always attends. His

Alum Jim Hixon made a
generous commitment to JSU.
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If you would like to leave a lasting impact at JSU like Jim has, we would love to
discuss the many ways you can support the University. Please reach out to Earl Warren
at ewarren@jsu.edu or 256-782-5608 to start the conversation.



plans in retirement include traveling to
all of the away games as well.

“I’ve been blessed and now I want
to bless others,” Jim says. He recently
announced three separate commitments
to his alma mater.

After talking with Athletics Director
Greg Seitz, Jim made a pledge to
support the JSU Athletic Excellence Fund.
Then he donated an antique Conn 20J
Upright Recording Bass to the Marching
Southerners after consulting with Band
Director Dr. Kenneth Bodiford. “This
specific antique tuba is very difficult to
find, so I jumped at the opportunity to
purchase it when it became available.
This instrument is what gives the
Marching Southerners its signature
deep-bass sound,” Jim adds.

Jim has also made a significant planned
gift by including JSU in his estate plan.
When realized, this donation will fund
two full scholarships for deserving
students in the School of Education and
the School of Arts and Humanities. Jim,
a scholarship recipient himself, knows
how meaningful these gifts can be for
hardworking students. 

“I lived in Jacksonville for 23 years and
attended athletics events and Marching
Southerners reunions. It has been like a
family. It was time to give back because I
really love JSU,” Jim says.

“JSU is proud to claim such an
outstanding alumnus as Jim Hixon,”
says Earl Warren, director of university
development. “We appreciate his
generosity so much. Jim and I hope that
his gifts will spur others to give back
as well.”
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Your Legacy:
Make Room for JSU
When you created your will, did you focus exclusively on
family? It’s not unusual.

But what about the other people and places that matter to you?
Those that help shape the futures of young people and the world—
institutions like Jacksonville State University.

It’s not too late to give back to JSU while still putting family first.
Simply update your estate plan with this easy strategy.

PERCENTAGE GIVING
Instead of a fixed amount, you can gift Jacksonville State University
a percentage of your estate or of specific assets. Your gifts to JSU
and to loved ones remain proportional, regardless of how the
value of your estate fluctuates.

Here are three ways to put family first and support Jacksonville
State University:

1. Gift a percentage of your estate to JSU in your will.
2. Leave JSU a percentage of your residual estate (the portion of

your estate that remains after all gifts have been made and all
claims of the estate are satisfied).

3. Name JSU as a beneficiary of a percentage of your life
insurance policy or retirement account.



Grow Your Legacy
With Retirement Plan Assets
“What is a legacy? It’s planting seeds in a
garden you never get to see.” That line from the
acclaimed musical Hamilton is poignant—but
not entirely accurate.

As you consider your own legacy, you can see the
garden. You see the unlimited potential of JSU
students today—and you can envision the amazing
feats they’ll achieve tomorrow.

At Jacksonville State University, our goal is your
goal: To make a meaningful difference to students so
that someday they can make a significant impact on
the world. One strategy for doing that is to help you
get the most value out of your assets, including your
hard-earned retirement savings and investments.

REAP A GREATER HARVEST
As much as 37 percent of your retirement plan
assets can be consumed by income taxes after your
lifetime—distributions from inherited retirement
plan accounts are taxable as ordinary income to the
person who receives them. But when you give all
or a percentage of your retirement plan assets to
us, we receive 100 percent of the funds. The IRS
takes nothing.

HERE’S HOW TO GROW YOUR JSU LEGACY:
1. Contact the administrator of your retirement

plan and request a change-of-beneficiary form or
download a form from your provider’s website.

2. Decide what percentage of the account you wish
to give to JSU and name us, along with the stated
percentage, on the beneficiary form.

3. Return the form to your plan administrator.
4. Tell us about your gift! It would be our honor to

thank you and welcome you as a member of the
Legacy Society. Plus, your generosity could inspire
others to follow your example.

IRA Beneficiary

Value of IRA after lifetime

Federal income taxes*

Net amount to beneficiary

Individual

$100,000

–$32,000

$68,000

JSU

$100,000

$0

$100,000

Did you know you can use your
legacy to honor someone important

in your life such as a family
member, professor or classmate?

We’ll explain how easy it is. Contact
Earl Warren at 256-782-5608 or

ewarren@jsu.edu.

*Assumes a 32 percent marginal income tax bracket



Save Taxes by Giving Stock to JSU
Wouldn’t it be nice if you could avoid some of life’s
annoying fees: at the bank, on your cell phone bill
or when you stay at a hotel? And of course, there’s
one of the biggest fees of all: capital gains tax.

When you leave a legacy for the institutions that mean
the most to you, such as Jacksonville State University,
you want to make as big an impact as possible—on
students and on the future of JSU. That’s hard to do if
the government takes a large portion of your gift first.

That’s why, if you are thinking about using stock to
make an impact at JSU, donating the stock is a better
option than selling. When you give us appreciated
securities that you’ve owned for more than one year,
you may receive two tax benefits:

1. You are exempt from paying capital gains taxes on
any increase in value—taxes you would pay if you
sold the stock.

2. You are entitled to a federal income tax charitable
deduction based on the current fair market value
of the securities, regardless of their lower original
cost, if you itemize.

HOW TO DONATE STOCK TO JSU
If you have the physical securities: Hand-deliver them to
us or mail us the stocks and stock power separately.

If you don’t have possession of the physical securities:
Instruct your broker to electronically transfer your
intended shares and notify us once the transfer
is complete.

Our new guide Create a Lasting Tribute for Someone You
Love or Admire can show you how you can achieve a lasting
legacy through a memorial or endowment gift. Return the
enclosed reply card for your FREE copy.

Achieve a Lasting Legacy

Earl Warren
Director of University Development
256-782-5608 • ewarren@jsu.edu

jsu.planmylegacy.edu

700 Pelham Road North
Jacksonville, AL 36265
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