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JSU Alum Establishes 
Planned Gift to  
the University

“I wanted to leave a legacy to the school that helped and 
supported me as a student and that has meant so much 
to me,” Michael says.  
 As a Leighton, Alabama, high school senior in 2002, 
Michael visited several Alabama universities and had 
scholarship offers from many of them. He says it was 
the presentation from the JSU business school that 
really impressed him.
 “I could learn what I wanted in the business school and 
take classes in my major the first year,” he says.

 Michael says his JSU years were a true coming-of-age 
experience. “I met wonderful friends at the University, 
and we have stayed in touch over the years. It sounds 
corny, but I consider them family. I have watched them 
grow up to become great men who are active with 
their kids and their communities.”
 His marketing professor, Jeff Parker, was his mentor. 
“He changed the trajectory of my life,” Michael says. 
“He took an interest in me, arranged for an internship 
and, during my senior year, he encouraged me to 

Continued on Page 2

Michael Merriweather Jr. ’05 is giving back to his alma mater and 
its students in a big way. He discovered that a planned gift would 
enable him to make a large commitment to JSU after graduating  
only 15 years ago. 



apply for a scholarship that he and his wife had 
established at the University. The scholarship helped 
me secure funds to graduate early and with only 
a small amount of debt compared to others. I am 
grateful and hope one day to be able to help others 
like he helped me.”
 These days, Michael is busy with his career and 
volunteer work. He lives in Dallas where he is a 
strategic operations specialist for the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and owner of Baba 
Holistics, a startup company supplying CBD and CBG 
directly to consumers. 
 He is the past president of the North Texas Alumni 
Association, which strengthened his ties with JSU 
and other graduates. “I wish other people knew 
the opportunities you get when you attend JSU,” he 
says. “The network of people who graduate from the 
University is extensive and, even though I’m several 
states away, I love that I still have the opportunity to 
connect with people who have similar experiences  
to mine.”  
 In fact, when he was starting a nonprofit literacy 
organization to support underserved students in the 
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Dallas community three years ago, he turned to 
many of his JSU friends for help. The result was 
B.L.A.C.K. 2 Life (Bringing Love and Conscious 
Knowledge), where Michael now serves  
as chairman.  
 “We volunteer to read to students in the schools,” 
he says. “It is important for these students to see 
people who look like them and come from similar 
backgrounds succeeding in business and in life so 
they feel that they can succeed, too.”
 His experiences at JSU and with B.L.A.C.K. 2 Life 
have also taught him the importance of giving 
back. He urges others to make a planned gift  
as well. 
 “I hope that my planned gift will inspire others 
to do the same—be it students or some of my 
classmates,” Michael says. “To be able to help JSU 
impact others like it has me is fulfilling.
 “While this is a planned gift, I’m hoping that I can 
adjust some things in the future and give before 
then and see it come to life,” he adds. “I’m also 
planning on returning to JSU often to meet the 
students who receive the scholarship.”

JSU Alum Establishes 
Planned Gift to the University

Want to make a difference in the life of a JSU student like Michael 
Merriweather Jr. did? Get started by contacting Earl Warren at 256-782-5608 or 
ewarren@jsu.edu to discuss your giving options.



The Importance of 
Planned Giving
Why Your Future Gifts Matter

But what about the future? Though we’ve accomplished 
a lot, there’s still much left for us to do. Planned gifts 
help us get there. 

When you make a planned gift to JSU you:
 •  Provide us with solid financial footing
 •  Help us plan for the future with confidence
 •  Ensure we can adjust our offerings to meet the 

changing needs of those we serve

There are several ways you can make a planned gift to 
JSU, many of which offer you benefits in return. Some 
popular gifts include:

 •  Giving a gift in your will or living trust. This gift 
costs you nothing today and is easy to change  
as needed.

	 •		Naming	JSU	as	a	beneficiary	of	your	retirement	
plan assets. A simple form is all that’s needed to 
make this gift. 

	 •		Donating	appreciated	stock.	When you give stock 
that is worth more now than when you bought it, 
you can avoid capital gains tax. 

	 •		Establishing	a	life	income	gift. Give a gift and 
receive steady income in return. You may even 
qualify for a tax deduction in the year you make 
your gift. 

At Jacksonville State University, we rely on the generosity of friends like you to help us educate and 
engage JSU students.

A planned gift is more than just 
another way to give. It’s a way to 
help create the future you want to 
see by ensuring your support for 
our work continues even after your 
lifetime. Contact us to learn more. 

Find Your Gift



Support What Matters Most to You

There are many reasons to make a charitable gift 
to JSU—and your passion for our students is likely 
at the top of that list. Friends like you make a JSU 
education possible, in a variety of ways, today and 
for years to come. 

No matter where you’re at in life, there are ways for you 
to support JSU that can also serve you well. 

Give Tomorrow
At JSU, planned giving ensures we can sustain the 
University for generations. When we know about your 
future gift, we can plan for that revenue and all the 
good it can do. 

   Future gifts include: gifts in your will or living  
trust; beneficiaries of your retirement plan, bank  
or brokerage account, or life insurance policy

Deferred gifts allow you to make a bigger impact than 
you initially thought possible, perhaps more than your 
current budget allows. Maintain control of your assets, 
with the flexibility to extend your support for future 
Gamecocks beyond your lifetime. 

Give Today
JSU has pressing needs to meet every day. When  
you give an outright gift, you make our current  
work possible.

    Current gifts include: cash or check; 
appreciated assets, such as securities or real 
estate; tangible personal property; grants from 
your donor advised fund; gifts from your IRA

With these gifts, you put your estate to good use 
now. Connect with causes and organizations you 
care about, and see the very real difference your 
generosity makes.

Our FREE resource Give Your Family the Gift of Peace of Mind is more than just a 
checklist. By making your final arrangements in advance, you relieve a burden for those 
who mean the most to you. Return the enclosed reply card to request your copy.

Planning Ahead–an Act of Love

Earl Warren
Director of University Development 
256-782-5608   •   ewarren@jsu.edu

jsu.planmylegacy.edu

700 Pelham Road North
Jacksonville, AL 36265
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Now and in the Future

If you are passionate about JSU, let’s talk. There 
are many ways to share your support that can 
meet your needs and ours. Contact us to start  
the conversation.

The Possibilities Are Endless


