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Lawrence Sharp
Gives Back to JSU

The Atlanta area real estate businessman has created
one endowed scholarship, will create another in
2020, and has made a generous estate provision in
his will that will support the JSU School of Business
and Industry in the future.

According to Lawrence, “I have three diplomas
from JSU hanging on my office wall that I see every
day, and they remind me of the powerful education
and life lessons I received from the University. I am
choosing to give back to the place that gave me
so much.”

Lawrence spent
his early years in
Tennessee. After
his parents died, he
moved to Summerville,
Georgia, to live on
a farm with his aunt and uncle, John and Leila Evans.
They were already raising seven children and took two
more in without hesitation. “I learned so much from
them—the value of hard work, the significance of giving
and sharing what you have, and the importance of an
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Like Lawrence, you can use your estate plan to give back to causes and
institutions that are important to you, such as JSU. To learn more about your
options, contact Earl Warren at 256-782-5608 or ewarren@jsu.edu.

Jacksonville State University alum Lawrence Sharp has decided that
now is the time to make a significant commitment to the University
that he credits with helping him succeed in life.

Lawrence Sharp is proud of
his JSU education, so he created
a scholarship to help future
students and has plans to give
more in the future.



education. He gave me the vision and she gave me
the nurturing,” he says.

Upon graduation from high school, Lawrence
headed to West Georgia College where he studied
for two years. While there, he kept hearing his
friends talk about their experiences at Jacksonville
State University and he made the decision to
transfer. He never looked back.

“Right from the beginning, JSU lived up to its
reputation as the ‘friendliest campus in the
South.’ I met people from all walks of life and was
welcomed by all of them. The University gave me
so many opportunities for growth. I had previously
pledged a fraternity and was given the opportunity
to start the Alpha Phi Alpha chapter at JSU.
Participating in student government taught me so
many lessons about service above oneself and, of
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course, I received an excellent education,”
Lawrence says.

He went on to earn undergraduate degrees in
political science and corrections and a master’s
degree in public administration from JSU. Of his time
spent in Jacksonville, he says that he made lifelong
friendships that he values to this day.

He has gone on to a highly successful real estate
career and credits JSU with providing him the
confidence to work with people from all walks of life.
Lawrence says, “JSU got me into places I never could
have hoped for.”

He says that his uncle and JSU instilled in him many
of the values that have led to his success. Hard work
and discipline play key roles. Lawrence says he
feels truly blessed. “Now, it is time to give back to
my University.”



Help Students Achieve
Their Dreams
You can change lives and help Jacksonville State
University students achieve their dreams. How?
By establishing a scholarship or contributing to an
existing scholarship fund.

With the cost of a college education seeming to climb
higher every year, the dream of  earning a degree can
move out of reach for deserving students. A scholarship
can help ease the financial burden students face and
put a degree back within their reach.

A FLEXIBLE WAY TO GIVE
When you create a scholarship at JSU, you can tailor
it to meet your preferences. You decide who receives
the gift, what qualifications must be met for a student
to qualify and the type of support you want your
scholarship to provide.

When you give the gift of a scholarship, you:
• Put a quality education within reach of

deserving students.
• Reward students for their hard work

and dedication.
• Help JSU attract and retain top students

and faculty.
• Can make a gift that honors someone

important to you.

Some things to consider:
• Will the scholarship support full or part

time students?
• Does the student need to be an undergraduate

or graduate student?
• Will it provide full or partial support to

the recipient?
• Can it be used to purchase books, or will it

cover tuition costs only?
• Will the scholarship be awarded based on merit

or need?

You can also name your scholarship. This is a
heartfelt way to honor a loved one, or someone
who had a significant impact on your life.

Take the First Steps
You can change a life with a gift that establishes, or contributes to, a scholarship.
To get started, contact Earl Warren at 256-782-5608 or ewarren@jsu.edu.

The Impact of a Scholarship



Two Steps to a Gift of a Lifetime
There’s a simple way to invest in the futures of
JSU students.

By naming Jacksonville State University as a
beneficiary of one of your assets—such as your IRA
or retirement plan, life insurance policy, bank account
or donor advised fund—you can ensure that future
Gamecocks have the growth, innovation and discovery
opportunities that ready them for successful careers.

Because this is a gift you make after your lifetime,
your current budget isn’t affected and you can
change your mind at any time. You can name multiple
charitable organizations as beneficiaries of your

retirement account, life insurance policy or both.
Beneficiary designations give you the flexibility to
provide for the different important causes in your life
in ways that are meaningful to you.

MAKE YOUR GIFT IN 2 EASY STEPS
Here’s how to give your gift:

1. Contact your retirement plan administrator,
insurance company, bank or financial institution for
a change-of-beneficiary form or download a form
from your provider’s website.

2. Decide what percentage of the account or policy’s
value you wish to give JSU. Return the form.

We all have a set of values and beliefs that guide our lives. Make sure your loved ones are
aware of those principles, including your philanthropic intentions, by creating a legacy letter.
Our complimentary guide 7 Questions to Help Build Your Legacy can help you get started.
Request your copy using the enclosed reply card.

Achieve a Lasting Legacy

Earl Warren
Director of University Development
256-782-5608 • ewarren@jsu.edu

jsu.planmylegacy.edu

700 Pelham Road North
Jacksonville, AL 36265
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Naming JSU as a beneficiary is a great way to support future students. If you have
questions, please contact Earl Warren at 256-782-5608 or ewarren@jsu.edu. If you’ve already
named us as a beneficiary, please let us know so that we can thank you for your generosity.


